
 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST  

on the  
FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION  
OF THE LORD IN THE TEMPLE 

 

31 January 2021 at 10 a.m. 
 

 
The Gathering 

 
Organ Prelude 
 
Please stand as the procession enters and turn to face the entrance of the church.  
   
Greeting 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father, 

 and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
    And also with you. 
 
Introduction 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, 
forty days have passed since we celebrated the joyful feast 
of the Nativity of the Lord. 
Today is the blessed day when Jesus was presented  
in the Temple by Mary and Joseph. Outwardly he was fulfilling the Law, 
but in reality he was coming to meet his believing people. 
Prompted by the Holy Spirit, Simeon and Anna came to the Temple. 
Enlightened by the same Spirit, they recognized the Lord 
and confessed him with exultation. 
So let us also, gathered together by the Holy Spirit, 
proceed to the altar of God to encounter Christ. 
There we shall find him and recognize him in the breaking of bread, 
until he comes again, revealed in glory. 
 

Blessing of the Candles 
 

Let us pray. (remain standing)  
 
O God, source and origin of all light, who on this day showed to the just man Simeon the 
Light for revelation to the Gentiles, we humbly ask that, in answer to your people’s prayers, 
you may be pleased to sanctify with your blessing these candles, which we are eager to carry 



in praise of your name, so that, treading the path of virtue, we may reach that light which 
never fails. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The congregational candles are lighted.   
 
The celebrant continues: 

 
Let us pray.   (remain standing)  
 
Lord God, the source of everlasting light, pour into the hearts of your faithful people the 
brilliance of your eternal splendour, that we, who by these kindling flames light up this 
temple to your glory, may, by the light of the Holy Spirit, be delivered from all blindness of 
sin: that the eye of our soul being purified, we may discern those things that be pleasing to 
you and have the darkness of our souls dispelled, and at the last come to your unfading joys. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, ever 
One God, world without end. Amen. 
 

 V. Let us go in peace to meet the Lord.    
 R. In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
The procession moves to the sanctuary while the cantor sings the canticle Nunc Dimittis. 
  

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 

 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, whose beloved Son was this day 
presented in the Temple, in substance of our flesh: grant that we may be presented to you 
with pure and clean hearts, by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. You may extinguish your candle. 
 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Malachi (3:1-4) 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek 
will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—
indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and 
who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will 
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine 
them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the 



offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in 
former years. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 
Responsorial Psalm (24) 
 
R. Who is the king of glory? It is the Lord. 
 
Lift up, O gates, your lintels; 
reach up, you ancient portals, 
that the king of glory may come in! R. 
 
Who is this king of glory? 
The LORD, strong and mighty, 
the LORD, mighty in battle. R. 
 
Lift up, O gates, your lintels; 
reach up, you ancient portals, 
that the king of glory may come in! R. 
 
Who is this king of glory? 
The LORD of hosts; he is the king of glory. R. 
 
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews (2:14-18) 
Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same 
things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, 
the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is 
clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had 
to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the 
people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are 
being tested. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

  
The Gospel Acclamation (all stand) 
 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

A light of revelation to the Gentiles, 
and glory for your people Israel. 

 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
 
The Holy Gospel 
Reader.  The Lord be with you. 
People.  And also with you. 
Reader.   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.      (2:22-40) 
People.  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up 
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn 
male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what 
is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” Now there was 
a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 
Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 



Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to 
your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of 
all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” And the 
child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising 
of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will 
be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” There was also a prophet, Anna the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her 
husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never 
left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment 
she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for 
the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished everything required by the law of the 
Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

Reader.  The Gospel of Christ. 
People.  Paise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Homily  Fr. Stuart Allan – Honorary Assistant 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
At the end of each petition: Lord, in your mercy; 
Response: Hear our prayer. 
 
The Peace       
Celebrant. The peace of the Lord be always with you; 
People.     and also with you. 
 

Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
The Offertory   
The altar is prepared and bread and wine are set on it. The collection is brought forward. 
 
Prayer over the Gifts 
 

Father, in Christ there has sprung up a light for the righteous; accept the gifts we bring 
before you and grant that Christ may shine in us to the praise and glory of your name. 
Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer  
 
Celebrant. The Lord be with you; 
People.   And also with you. 
Celebrant.  Lift up your hearts; 
People.   We lift them up to the Lord. 
Celebrant.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God; 
People.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant. It is indeed right and good, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks and praise 
through Jesus Christ, who is one with you from all eternity. 
For on this day he appeared in the Temple in substance of our flesh 
to come near to us in judgement. 



He searches the hearts of all your people 
and brings to light the image of your splendour. 
Your servant Simeon acclaimed him as the light to lighten the nations 
while Anna spoke of him to all who looked for your redemption. 
Destined for the falling and rising of many, 
he was lifted high upon the cross 
and a sword of sorrow pierced his mother’s heart 
when by his sacrifice he made our peace with you. 
And now we rejoice and glorify your name 
that we, too, have seen your salvation 
and join with angels and archangels 
in their unending hymn of praise: 

 
All.  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
All kneel. The celebrant continues with the Consecration.  
 
Celebrant.  Great is the mystery of faith: 
People.   Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again. 
 
The celebrant concludes the Eucharistic Prayer, at the end of which all say, Amen.  
 
The Our Father 
 
Breaking of the Bread  
 
Celebrant.  We break the bread of life,  

and that life is the light of the world. 
People.   God here among us, light in the midst of us, 

     bring us to light and life. 
 

Agnus Dei (together) 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 

 
THE COMMUNION 
Those who have been baptised in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are welcome to receive the 
sacrament at St. Paul’s today. If you would like to receive, please stand and the priest or a lay reader will bring 
the sacrament to you in your pew. Once you have received, you may sit or kneel.  
 
The following prayer is offered for those who cannot sacramentally receive the Lord in Holy Communion: 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

 
 
 



Prayer after Communion  
 

Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, who lived to welcome the Messiah: may we, 
who have received these gifts beyond words, prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes to 
bring us to eternal life; for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 
Celebrant.  Christ, whose glory fills the skies, fill you with radiance 

and scatter the darkness from your path. Amen. 
People.  Amen. 
 
Celebrant.  Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, 

gladden your eyes and warm your heart. 
People.  Amen. 
 
Celebrant.  Christ, the Dayspring from on high, 

draw near to guide your feet into the way of peace.  
People.  Amen. 
 
Celebrant.  And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  

People.  Amen. 
 
 
The Dismissal 

 
Celebrant.  Go in the light and peace of Christ. 
People.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Organ Postlude 
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