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Organ Prelude 
 
Introit Hymn                   All stand.  
 

My soul proclaims your glory, Lord,  
my spirit sings with thankful voice, 

for you my lowly prayer have heard:  
in you, my Saviour, I rejoice. 

 
Nations unborn will bless your name,  

giver of boundless grace to me,  
in every age you are the same:  

you make the humble whole and free. 
 

You have made bare your mighty arm  
to break the yoke of selfish power, 

and lift your broken ones from harm,  
bursting the gates of greed's proud tower. 

 
You fill the hungry mouths with food,  

and show the poverty of wealth. 
Your ancient vow you have made good,  
and raised your children to new health. 

 
Glory to God, all being's Spring,  

to God the Word, salvation's voice,  
to God the Spirit, praise we sing:  

with all the ages we rejoice. 
 

Text. Magnificat (Song of Mary), para. Paul Gibson (1932-) 
Music. John Hatton (?-1793) 

Tune. Duke Street 
 

The Our Father 
 
 
 



Collect for Purity 
All.  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Summary of the Law 
Celebrant.  OUR Lord Jesus Christ said: Hear O Israel, The Lord our God is one Lord; and 

thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, and with all thy strength. This is the first and great 
commandment And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 

People. Lord, have mercy upon us, and write both these thy laws in our hearts, we 
beseech thee. 

 
Kyrie Eleison    
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Gloria in excelsis                                       Merbecke 
 

GLORY be to God on high, and in earth peace, good will towards men. We 
praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to 
thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 
     O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that 
takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right 
hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
     For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
The Collect 
Celebrant.  The Lord be with you. 
People.   And with thy spirit.  
 
Celebrant.  Let us pray.                   All kneel. 
 

O GOD Most High, who didst endue with wonderful virtue and grace the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of our Lord: Grant that we, who now call her 
blessed, may be made very members of the heavenly family of him who was 
pleased to be called the first-born among many brethren; who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

 Please be seated.  
 

A Reading from the Book of Revelation                                                              (11:19, 12:1-6, 10)  
Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within 
his temple; and there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an 
earthquake, and heavy hail. A great portent appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with 
the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was 
pregnant and was crying out in birth pangs, in the agony of giving birth. Then another 
portent appeared in heaven: a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and 
seven diadems on his heads. His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and threw 
them to the earth. Then the dragon stood before the woman who was about to bear a child, 
so that he might devour her child as soon as it was born. And she gave birth to a son, a 
male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron. But her child was snatched 
away and taken to God and to his throne; and the woman fled into the wilderness, where 
she has a place prepared by God, so that there she can be nourished for one thousand two 
hundred and sixty days. Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming, ‘Now have 
come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his 
Messiah, for the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down, who accuses them day 
and night before our God. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 
 
Psalm 45 
R. The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold. 
 
The queen takes her place at your right hand in gold of Ophir. 
Hear, O daughter, and see; turn your ear, 
    forget your people and your father’s house. R. 
 
So shall the king desire your beauty; 
    for he is your lord. 
They are borne in with gladness and joy; 
    they enter the palace of the king. R. 
 
A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians                                     (15:20-27a) 
Brothers and sisters: Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who 
have died. For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has 
also come through a human being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in 
Christ. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who 
belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, 
after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. For he must reign until 
he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For ‘God 
has put all things in subjection under his feet.’ But when it says, ‘All things are put in 
subjection’, it is plain that this does not include the one who put all things in subjection 
under him. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 
The Gospel Acclamation                                          All stand. 
 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Mary is taken up to heaven; 

a chorus of angels exults. 
Alleluia! 



The Gospel Reading                                       All stand. 
Reader.  The Lord be with you. 
People.  And with thy spirit. 
Reader.   A Reading from the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

(1:39-56) 
People.  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, 
that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your 
greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that 
there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’ And Mary 
said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for 
he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 
generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the 
rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his 
descendants for ever.’ And Mary remained with her for about three months and 
then returned to her home. 

Reader.  The Gospel of Christ. 
People.  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
 
The Homily                                   Please be seated. 

                                    
The Creed                    All stand. 
      

I Believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And of all things 
visible and invisible: 
     And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of the Father 
before all worlds; God, of God; Light, of Light; Very God, of very God; Begotten, not 
made; Being of one substance with the Father; Through whom all things were made: 
Who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, And was incarnate by the 
Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was made man, And was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried, And the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures, And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of 
the Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead: 
Whose kingdom shall have no end. 
     And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, The Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from 
the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified, Who spake by the Prophets. And I believe One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 
Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look for the 
Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. Amen.  

 
The Prayers of the People 
At the end of each petition: Lord, in your mercy; 
Response: Hear our prayer. 



The Confession & Absolution 
Minister.  Ye that do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and 

charity with your neighbours, and intend to lead the new life, following the 
commandments of God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw 
near with faith, and take this holy Sacrament to your comfort; and make your 
humble confession to Almighty God, meekly kneeling upon your knees. 

 
All.  Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all 

men: We acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness, Which we 
from time to time most grievously have committed, By thought, word, and deed, 
Against thy Divine Majesty. We do earnestly repent, And are heartily sorry for 
these our misdoings. Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; For thy Son our 
Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, Forgive us all that is past; And grant that we may ever 
hereafter Serve and please thee In newness of life, To the honour and glory of thy 
Name; Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Celebrant.  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised 

forgiveness of sins to all them that with hearty repentance and true faith turn 
unto him: Have mercy upon you; pardon and deliver you from all your sins; 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness; and bring you to everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Comfortable Words 
 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
 
The Offertory 
All stand. During the hymn, the gifts of bread and wine are set on the altar. The collection is brought 
forward. 
 

Sing we of the blessed Mother  
Who received the angel’s word, 
And obedient to his summons  
Bore in love the infant Lord; 
Sing we of the joys of Mary 

At whose breast that child was fed 
Who is Son of God eternal  
And the everlasting Bread. 

 
Sing we, too, of Mary’s sorrows, 

Of the sword that pierced her through, 
When beneath the cross of Jesus  

She his weight of suffering knew,  
Looked upon her Son and Saviour 

Reigning high on Calvary’s tree  
Saw the price of man’s redemption 

Paid to set the sinner free. 
 

Sing again the joys of Mary  
When she saw the risen Lord, 



And in prayer with Christ’s apostles,  
Waited on his promised word: 
From on high the blazing glory  
Of the Spirit’s presence came, 

Heavenly breath of God’s own being,  
Manifest through wind and flame. 

 
Sing the chiefest joy of Mary 

When on earth her work was done, 
And the Lord of all creation  

Brought her to his heavenly home: 
Virgin Mother, Mary blessed, 

Raised on high and crowned with grace, 
May your Son, the world’s redeemer,  

Grant us all to see his face. 
 

Text. G. B. Timms (1910-1997) 
Music. Cyril Taylor (1907-1991) 

Tune. Abbot’s Leigh 
 
 
Prayer over the Gifts 
Celebrant.  Blessed be thou, Lord God of Israel, for ever and ever. All that is in the heaven 

and in the earth is thine. 
All.  All things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. 
 
Thanksgiving & Consecration 
Celebrant. The Lord be with you; 
People.   And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant.  Lift up your hearts; 
People.   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant.  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God; 
People.   It is meet and right so to do. 
 
The celebrant continues with the Preface. 
All sing together the Sanctus & Benedictus                 
 
.   Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts,  

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord:  
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
All kneel. The priest continues with The Consecration. 
At the end of the Consecration, all respond Amen. 
 
The Our Father 
Celebrant. As our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say: 
All. Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 



The Peace 
Celebrant.  The peace of the Lord be always with you; 
People.   And with thy spirit. 
 
The Prayer of Humble Access (together) 
 

WE do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, Trusting in our own 
righteousness, But in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy So much as to 
gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord, Whose property is 
always to have mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, So to eat the Flesh of thy dear 
Son Jesus Christ, And to drink his Blood, That our sinful bodies may be made clean by 
his Body, And our souls washed through his most precious Blood, And that we may 
evermore dwell in him, And he in us. Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei (together) 
 

O LAMB of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  
  have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  
  have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  
  grant us thy peace. 

 
 
THE COMMUNION 
For those unable to receive Holy Communion at this time, please take a moment to pray the following prayer 
and make a ‘spiritual communion.’  

 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 

for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 

O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 

love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 

 
 
Communion Hymn 
 

A maiden most gentle and tender we sing: 
of Mary the Mother of Jesus our King. 

 
Ave, ave, ave Maria;  
Ave, ave, ave Maria. 

 
How blest is the birth of that heavenly Child, 

who came to redeem us in Mary so mild. 
 

The Archangel Gabriel foretold by his call 
the Lord of Creation and Saviour of all. 



 
Rejoice and be glad at this feast-day we pray; 
Sing praise to the Saviour, sing endless ave: 

 
Text. Andrew Carter (1939-) 
Music. French trad. melody 

Tune. Lourdes 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving                  All kneel.              
Celebrant.   Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee that thou dost 

graciously feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most 
precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; assuring us thereby 
of thy favour and goodness towards us; and that we are living members of his 
mystical body, which is the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also 
heirs through hope of thy everlasting kingdom. 

All.  And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and 
bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee. And although we 
are unworthy, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, 
not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offences; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, world 
without end. Amen. 

 
The Blessing 
Celebrant.  The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst 
you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 
 
Dismissal Hymn                  All stand. 

 
Sing of Mary meek and lowly, 
Virgin-mother pure and mild, 

Sing of God's own Son most holy, 
Who became her little child. 

Fairest child of fairest mother, 
God the Lord who came to earth, 

Word made flesh, our very brother, 
Takes our nature by his birth. 

 
Sing of Jesus, son of Mary, 
In the home at Nazareth. 

Toil and labor cannot weary 
Love enduring unto death. 

Constant was the love he gave her, 
Though he went forth from her side, 
Forth to preach, and heal, and suffer, 

Till on Calvary he died. 
 

Glory be to God the Father; 
Glory be to God the Son; 

Glory be to God the Spirit; 



Glory to the Three in One. 
From the heart of blessed Mary, 
From all saints the song ascends, 

And the Church the strain re-echoes 
Unto earth's remotest ends. 

 
Text. Roland Palmer (1891-1985) 
Music. Joshua Leavitt (1794-1873) 

Tune. Pleading Saviour 
 
Organ Postlude 
 
 
 
Music contained in this order of service is reprinted and streamed online with permission under ONE 
LICENSE #713499-A. All rights reserved. 


