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November 2020 
 
Re: Financial Update 
 
Dear friends, 
 
I’m taking this opportunity to write to you in response to questions I have received about our 
parish’s current financial position and outlook. In short, there’s good news and there’s bad news. 
The good news is that we are currently projecting a year-end surplus of $12,565. The bad news 
is that this is only because of the Federal Government’s wage subsidy program. Had we not 
received that Federal money, we would be looking at a year-end deficit of $35,927. The truth is 
that we have seen a 14.1% decrease in identifiable giving as of the end of October. 
 
So, what does that mean for St. Paul’s? Thankfully, because of those who have continued to 
give, along with cash in the bank, we have been able to weather these months of COVID-19. 
However, as we anticipate 2021, our budget is looking very lean indeed. We will no longer be 
able to count on the government’s wage subsidy program to relieve our short-fall. The truth is 
that if contributions do not increase, we will soon have to dramatically shift the way we operate. 
Such a shift would impact all areas of life at St. Paul’s including the quantity and quality of the 
ministries we are able to offer, the outreach we do in our region, as well as our administration, 
and operations. In essence, this would be a shift from mission mode to maintenance mode. In 
other words, it would be a shift from active mission and programming to a barebones operation.  
 
We understand that part of this decrease is due to the fact that the past few months have hit many 
people hard financially and they are no longer able to contribute what they could at one point. 
There’s also the reality that with fewer people coming to church, fewer people are contributing. 
Even if you cannot attend at this time, please remember that your church is still working very 
hard to continue offering many ministries to continue feeding our flock. Our staff has been 
working harder than ever throughout this time of pandemic to find new ways of doing the things 
we always did. Even more significant, we have been busy finding new and innovative ways to 
connect with our congregation.  
 
We have made significant investments of time, talent, and money in online communications – 
including our website, the Sunday live stream of worship, email newsletters, etc. We have also 
found innovative ways to continue Christian formation – including online Bible studies, book 
club, offering alternative times of worship, youth group, Sunday School, etc. In addition, we are 
continuing our various outreach initiatives such as our Rothesay High Breakfast Program, 
providing school lunches, bringing our Sounds for Sigowet benefit concert online, and a new 
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‘study hall’ resource we’re working on for teens in our community. This is just to name of few of 
the many activities and ministries taking place around St. Paul’s. Indeed, there has been much 
care and thought put into even the ordinary, everyday ministries our church offers. There are also 
unanticipated costs associated with carrying out ministry in new ways. 
 
What I would really like you to take away from this letter is this: your church has not taken a 
break these past few months. In fact, we have been working overtime to offer the best ministry 
we can. I would invite you to prayerfully consider how you might be able to support the work of 
the church as we navigate this difficult time.  
 
There are many ways to support the church financially:  

1. In the offertory plate on Sunday (sign up to attend at 
stpaulsonthecommon.com/praywithus) 

2. E-giving (have your donation debited directly from your bank account – the information 
is available on our website – stpaulsonthecommon.com/give) 

3. By e-transfer (stpaulsrothesay@nb.aibn.com) 
4. By mail (4 Church Ave, Rothesay, NB, E2E 5G4) 
5. Drop by the office during business hours (or use the mail slot after-hours) 

 
I offer my thanks to all those who give sacrificially to support the work and mission of God’s 
church.  
 
Finally, I would like to offer a word of encouragement to those who have not yet returned to 
church. Your church will always respect the decisions you make for the sake of your 
own health and that of your family. If you are high risk or are caring for someone who 
is high risk, it is advisable to stay at home for now. For those who are not at risk, I want 
to encourage you. The church needs you, and we all need the Lord. There are many 
people who have been working very hard to make sure our church gatherings are very 
safe for everyone. As you make decisions about where you will go and what you will 
participate in, please make sure you pray about once again making your church family 
a part of your week. If you have questions or concerns about our operational plan, 
please reach out. 
 
 
With my every blessing, 
 

 
 
Fr. Paul Rideout+ 
Rector 
 
 
 


