
 
 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST  
with the Stripping of the Altar 

on 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 

 

 1 April 2021 at 7 p.m. 
 
 
Organ Prelude 
Adagio from Oboe Concerto - Alessandro Marcello (1673-1747) 
ed. and arr. S. Drummond Wolff 
 
 
All stand as the celebrant and assistants enter.  
 
 
Introit Hymn 
 
 
 

Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise, 

in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways. 

 
O loving wisdom of our God! 
When all was sin and shame, 
a second Adam to the fight 

and to the rescue came. 
 

O generous love! That flesh and blood 
which did in Adam fail, 

should strive afresh against the foe, 
should strive and should prevail; 

 
And that a higher gift than grace 

should flesh and blood refine 
God’s presence, and his very self, 

and essence all-divine; 
 

Who in the garden secretly 
and on the cross on high, 

should teach his followers, and inspire 
to suffer and to die. 

 
 
 



Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise, 

in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways. 

 
Text. John Henry Cardinal Newman (1801-1890) 

 Music. John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876) 
 Tune. Gerontius 

 
The Our Father 
 
 
Collect for Purity 
 
All.  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

 
Summary of the Law 
 
Celebrant.  OUR Lord Jesus Christ said: Hear O Israel, The Lord our God is one Lord; and thou 

shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength. This is the first and great commandment and the 
second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two 
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 

People. Lord, have mercy upon us, and write both these thy laws in our hearts,  
we beseech thee.  

 
Kyrie Eleison  

 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Gloria in excelsis  
 

GLORY be to God on high, and in earth peace, good will towards men. We praise 
thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy 
great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 
     O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the 
Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest 
away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of 
God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
     For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy 
Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
The Collect 
Celebrant.  The Lord be with you. 
People.   And with thy spirit.  
Celebrant.  Let us pray.       
 

O GOD, who in a wonderful sacrament hast left unto us a memorial of thy passion: 
Grant us so to reverence the holy mysteries of thy Body and Blood, that we may ever 
know within ourselves the fruit of thy redemption; who livest and reignest with the 
Father in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 
 



The Proclamation of the Word         
  

A Reading from the Book of Exodus                          (12:1-14) 
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation 
of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each 
household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbour in 
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 
This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your 
hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the 
land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both 
human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgements: I am the Lord. 
The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will 
pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. This day shall 
be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout 
your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. The Word of the Lord. Thanks 
be to God. 

 
Psalm 116:1, 9-15  (Cantor) 

 
How shall I repay the Lord 
for all the good things he has done for me? 
I will lift up the cup of salvation 
and call upon the Name of the Lord.  
 
I will fulfil my vows to the Lord 
in the presence of all his people. 
Precious in the sight of the Lord 
is the death of his servants.  
 
O Lord, I am your servant; 
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
you have freed me from my bonds. 
I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
and call upon the Name of the Lord.  
 
A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians (11:23-26) 
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 
when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way he took 
the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, 
you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 
 
The Gospel Acclamation                   All stand. 
 

Praise to you, Lord, King of eternal glory. 
Praise to you, Lord, King of eternal glory. 

A new commandment I give to you,  
that you love one another as I have loved you.  

Praise to you, Lord, King of eternal glory. 
 
 
 



The Gospel Reading                                                                    
Reader The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Reader.  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (13:1-15) 
People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray 
him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 
and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his 
outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to 
wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came 
to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" Jesus answered, "You 
do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand." Peter said to him, "You 
will never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me." 
Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!" Jesus said 
to him, "One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. 
And you are clean, though not all of you." For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason 
he said, "Not all of you are clean." After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and 
had returned to the table, he said to them,  "Do you know what I have done to you? You call 
me Teacher and Lord--and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have set you an 
example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not 
greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know 
these things, you are blessed if you do them. When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son 
of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, 
God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you 
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where 
I am going, you cannot come.' I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."  

Reader The Gospel of Christ. 
People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
The Homily  Fr. Paul Rideout, Rector of St. Paul’s 
 
The Offertory 
Our Lord Jesus Christ saith: A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; even as I 
have loved you, that ye also love one another. (St John 13. 34) 
 
The Offertory Hymn 

 
Go to dark Gethsemane,  

ye that feel the tempter’s power. 
Your Redeemer’s conflict see; 

watch with him one bitter hour; 
turn not from his griefs away; 
learn of Jesus Christ to pray. 

 
Follow to the judgement hall; 

view the Lord of life arraigned. 
O the wormwood and the gall! 
O the grief his soul sustained! 

Shun not suffering, shame, or loss; 
learn of him to bear the cross. 



 
Calvary’s mournful mountain climb; 

there, adoring at his feet, 
mark that miracle of time 

God’s own sacrifice complete. 
“It is finished,” hear him cry; 
learn of Jesus Christ to die. 

 
Text. James Montgomery (1771-1854) 
 Music. Richard Redhead (1820-1901) 

 Tune. Redhead No. 76 
 
Prayer over the Gifts 
Celebrant.  Blessed be thou, Lord God of Israel, for ever and ever.  

All that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine. 
All.  All things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. 
 
Orate Fratres 
Celebrant. Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours  

 may be acceptable to God the Father Almighty. 
People. May the Lord receive this sacrifice at thy hands,  

to the praise and glory of His Name,  
to our benefit and the benefit of his Holy Church. 

 
The Intercessions 
Celebrant. Let us pray for Christ’s Holy Catholic Church 
All kneel. The celebrant offers prayer for the church and the world. 
 
The Confession & Absolution 
 
Celebrant.  Ye that do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity 

with your neighbours, and intend to lead the new life, following the commandments 
of God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with faith, and 
take this holy Sacrament to your comfort; and make your humble confession to 
Almighty God, meekly kneeling upon your knees. 

 
All.  Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all: We 

acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness, Which we from time to 
time most grievously have committed, By thought, word, and deed, Against thy 
Divine Majesty. We do earnestly repent, And are heartily sorry for these our 
misdoings. Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; For thy Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ’s sake, Forgive us all that is past; And grant that we may ever hereafter Serve 
and please thee In newness of life, To the honour and glory of thy Name; Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Celebrant.  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised 

forgiveness of sins to all them that with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto 
him: Have mercy upon you; pardon and deliver you from all your sins; confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness; and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Comfortable Words 
 
 
 
 
 



Thanksgiving & Consecration 
Celebrant. The Lord be with you; 
People.   And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant.  Lift up your hearts; 
People.   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant.  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God; 
People.   It is meet and right so to do. 
Celebrant.  It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty… 
 
Sanctus & Benedictus 
 
All.   Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts,  

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord:  
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The celebrant continues with The Consecration. 
 
At the end of the Consecration, all respond Amen. 
 
The Our Father 
Celebrant. And now, as our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say: 
All.  Our Father, who art in heaven… 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All.  Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 
The Peace 
Celebrant.  The peace of the Lord be always with you; 
People.   And with thy spirit. 
 
 
The Prayer of Humble Access (together) 

 
WE do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, Trusting in our own 
righteousness, But in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy So much as to 
gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord, Whose property is 
always to have mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, So to eat the Flesh of thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ, And to drink his Blood, That our sinful bodies may be made clean by his Body, 
And our souls washed through his most precious Blood, And that we may evermore dwell 
in him, And he in us. Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei 

 
O LAMB of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  
  have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  
  have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  
  grant us thy peace. 

 
 
 



Ecce Agnus Dei 
Celebrant.  Behold the Lamb of God, 
  behold him that taketh away the sin of the world. 
People.   Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
  but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 
 
THE COMMUNION 
If you have been baptised in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, you are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion today. The sacrament will be brought to you in your seat. Please stand as an indication you wish 
to receive. Once you have received, please sit or kneel. 
 
For those unable to receive Holy Communion at this time, please take a moment to pray the following prayer 
and make a ‘spiritual communion.’ 
 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me. Body of Christ, save me. 
Blood of Christ, inebriate me. 

Water from the side of Christ, wash me. 
Passion of Christ, strengthen me. 

O good Jesus, hear me. Within your wounds conceal me. 
Do not permit me to be parted from you. 

From the evil foe protect me. At the hour of my death call me. 
And bid me come to you, to praise you with all your saints 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Prayer after Communion                  All kneel. 
               
Celebrant.   O Lord our God, who hast refreshed us with life-giving sustenance, we beseech thee 

that we who observe this institution in the time of our mortal life, may obtain the 
benefit thereof in they gift of immortality. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth 
and reigneth, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
The Transfer of the Blessed Sacrament 
During the singing of the hymn, the Blessed Sacrament is brought from the main altar and reposed on the side altar. 
Often called a “Gethsemane altar,” the practice of transferring the sacrament to another altar allows for an extended 
time of quiet prayer and recollection in the presence of Christ. Like the disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane, we are 
invited to ‘stay awake with him’ in prayer to our heavenly Father. 
 
 

Of the glorious body telling, 
O my tongue, its mysteries sing, 
and the blood, all price excelling 
which the world’s eternal King, 
in a noble womb once dwelling, 
shed for this world’s ransoming. 

 
Therefore we, before him bending, 

This great Sacrament revere, 
types and shadows have their ending, 

for the newer rite is here; 
faith, our outward sense befriending, 

makes the inward vision clear. 
 



Glory let us give, and blessing, 
to the Father, and the Son, 

Honour, might, and praise addressing, 
while eternal ages run; 

ever too his love confessing, 
who, from both, with both is one. 

 
Text. St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) 
 Music. John Francis Wade (1711-1786) 

 Tune. Tantum ergo 
 
 
 
The Stripping of the Altar 
You may be seated. During the stripping of the Altar, Psalm 22 is sung.  
 

All who see me scoff at me; 
they mock me with parted lips, they wag their heads: 

"He relied on the LORD; let him deliver him, 
let him rescue him, if he loves him." 

Indeed, many dogs surround me, 
a pack of evildoers closes in upon me; 

They have pierced my hands and my feet; 
I can count all my bones. 

They divide my garments among them, 
and for my vesture they cast lots. 

But you, O LORD, be not far from me; 
O my help, hasten to aid me. 

I will proclaim your name to my brethren; 
in the midst of the assembly I will praise you: 

"You who fear the LORD, praise him; 
all you descendants of Jacob, give glory to him; 

revere him, all you descendants of Israel!" 
 
The Gethsemane Gospel - Matthew 26:36-56 - is read.  
 
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit here 
while I go over there and pray.’ He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began 
to be grieved and agitated. Then he said to them, ‘I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain 
here, and stay awake with me.’ And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and 
prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you 
want.’ Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, ‘So, could 
you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time 
of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.’ Again he went away for the second time 
and prayed, ‘My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.’ Again he came 
and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he went away and 
prayed for the third time, saying the same words. Then he came to the disciples and said to them, 
‘Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.’ While he 
was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with swords 
and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given them 
a sign, saying, ‘The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.’ At once he came up to Jesus and said, 
‘Greetings, Rabbi!’ and kissed him. Jesus said to him, ‘Friend, do what you are here to do.’ Then 
they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his 



hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus 
said to him, ‘Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the 
sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than 
twelve legions of angels? But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must 
happen in this way?’ At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, ‘Have you come out with swords and 
clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you 
did not arrest me. But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be 
fulfilled.’ Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. 
 
You are invited to stay in prayer as long as you like in union with Christ in the Garden. When you are 
ready to depart, please be sure to observe a holy silence as you leave. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music contained in this order of service is reprinted and streamed online with permission under ONE 
LICENSE #713499-A. All rights reserved. 


